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This particular offering of KMD2004 surveys key debates in cyberculture studies. Particular emphasis is placed on knowledge media. Illustrative examples will be come from media systems intended to enhance human thinking, creativity, communication, collaboration, or learning. Drawing on philosophical, sociological, and political theoretical analyses of cyberculture, we will explore: How are notions of community and identity changed through computer-mediated communication? How does increased access to information and means of production and communication change how we conceptualize human and social relations? What forms do cyberactivism take and how do we evaluate these in light of narrowed media ownership, debates about digital democracy and digital divide? How do cyberculture scholars research and theorize the implications of new media technologies on social practices? Readings will include edited collections Communities in Cyberspace (eds Smith and Kollock) and selected readings by authors including Alluquere Stone, Donna Haraway, Lisa Nakamura, Jodi Dean, Sherry Turkle, Howard Rheingold, Jayne Rodgers, Rob Shield, Kevin Robins, and Ken Hillis.

