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School and Society 

Fall 2004  OISE/UT

Professor Megan Boler
office 6-262, mailbox located on 6th floor Theory and Policy Studies

416 923 6641 x3218

mboler@oise.utoronto.ca
Knowledge Forum URL:

http://online.oise.utoronto.ca/webkf/edu3508_f04mb.html
Course Description

This introduction to Educational Foundations (history, sociology, and philosophy of education) invites you to

· reflect critically on your teaching philosophy

· examine the cultural values that you have learned and which impact your educational goals and practices

· examine social and cultural contexts of schooling

· develop curricula and pedagogy that substantially address equity and diversity in your classroom

Required Texts: 

Course Reader PLEASE PURCHASE IMMEDIATELY (available for purchase from Quality Control Copy, 333 Bloor St W.  CASH ONLY

Course Assignments

In-Class Participation and Attendance 10%

Knowledge Forum Participation 35%

Practicum Log 15%

Curriculum Project/Presentation 40% 

Extra Credit Option: Write-Up of At home screenings: Ma Vie en Rose and 

Welcome to the Dollhouse (5%; 2.5 pts each)

READING SCHEDULE

September 13

Introduction: Social Foundation of Education Defined

Situating the Social, Historical, and Political Context of Schooling

What are the social purposes of schools? 

What are the aims of education?  

How are these purposes in conflict with ideals of education? 

What is your philosophy as a teacher? 

What do you need to learn about in this course to develop curricula that address social equity?  

“Marketplace” discussion: Collective brainstorming and sharing of personal, educational, and professional goals and aims

September 20 

I. Thinking Critically About Schools in their Social Context
What are the unquestioned cultural myths you have grown up with?  What is gained by critical reflection on ideologies? What role does the media play in reinforcing particular cultural myths?

Readings:

“High School Confidential” from This Magazine (in course reader)

“Parental Discretion Advised” from This Magazine (in course reader)

Ruth Sandwell and Prokopow, Deference to Difference: Multiculturalism and  

Diversity in Canada, 1763-2003 (in course reader)

Bannerji, “Geography Lessons: On Being an Insider/Outsider to the Canadian 

nation” (course reader)

Online Reading:

Democracy At Risk: Building Citizenship Skills through media Education

By Dr. Renee Hobbs

http://interact.uoregon.edu/MediaLit/mlr/readings/articles/democracy.html
Homework: 

(1) “Welcome and Introductions” on Knowledge Forum.  Go to url: 

http://online.oise.utoronto.ca/webkf/edu3508_f04mb.html
Go to “Edit Preferences” and sign in using whatever email address you usually use.  Practice making a “contribution” and tell us your favorite music, and upload or post a jpg or gif photo of yourself of another image you find interesting.

(2) Post a contribution on the course readings for Sept 20 and your response

(3) Need help?  Go to “Help” section on navigation bar of KF

(4) Create an original title for each of your postings (do not just use the week’s topic title)

2:30-4:45 Guest workshop with Marian Press, Reference Librarian 

How to Find Equity Resources/curriculum resources related to your teachable

September 27 Social Class and Schooling

Guest Speaker: Teresia Zoric

How are social inequities visible and not visible in Canadian culture?  What is streaming and how can you recognize it in schools? 

Readings:

“We Don’t Need No Education” from This Magazine

Layton, “Homelessness” (rdr)

Oakes, “Keeping Track” (rdr)

Maynes, “Educational Programming for Children Living in Poverty” (rdr)

Class Bias (electronic)

Group Homework
You will be assigned to one of following five group topics.  Each person will find one (Canadian/Ontario) news article that addresses their Group’s assigned topic. Prior to class, 

· post the links located by your Group to your found news articles 

· individually write and post a summary/synthesis of the key issues.

Five Group Topics:

· statistics and demographics of populations living in Toronto and GTA (see recent articles on new “poverty belt” surrounding Toronto in suburbs)

· challenges faced by Toronto schools in meeting needs of diverse populations

· recent studies of high school dropout/failure rates in Ontario

· criticisms of zero tolerance and connection to racial (police) profiling in Toronto and GTA

· Issues faced by Aboriginal Youth with respect to educational needs 

Canadian Education on the Web

http://www.oise.utoronto.ca/~mpress/eduweb/eduweb.html

October 4 Gender and Schooling

What is sex? What is gender? How do we learn gender roles? What are the costs of gender roles?  How do schools and media institutionalize/reinforce gender roles?

Readings:

Heterosexism in Middle Schools Mandel and Shakeshaft (rdr)

Kilbourne, “Cutting Girls Down to Size” (rdr)

June Larkin, Walking Through Walls: The Sexual harassment of High School 

Girls

Jackson Katz, Advertising and the Construction of Masculinity

In-Class Screening: Tough Guise

A Report on the effects of media on masculinity:

http://www.childrennow.org/media/boystomen/report-media.html
Homework for Media Section of Class:

Spend 1.5 hours reading through the website Critical Media Literacy in Times of War.

Part 2:  Thinking Critically About News Media

Visual Chart of Media Ownership

http://www.mediachannel.org/ownership/chart.shtml
Who Owns What  (Columbia School of Journalism)

http://www.cjr.org/tools/owners/
Other recommended readings:

Excerpt of Chomsky and Hermann’s definition of the five parts of the Propaganda Model:

http://www.eclipse.net/~tgardnet/Propaganda_Model.html
The Propaganda Model of Mass Media 

Lecture Blog  Darrell Moen, PhD

http://www.tsujiru.net/moen/blog/index.php?p=13&c=1
What is Media Literacy? 

http://www.media-awareness.ca/english/teachers/media_literacy/what_is_media_literacy.cfm
Why Teach Media Literacy?  

http://www.media-awareness.ca/english/teachers/media_literacy/why_teach_media_liter.cfm
Key Concepts in Media Literacy

http://www.media-awareness.ca/english/teachers/media_literacy/key_concept.cfm

How to Detect Bias in the News (on the Media Awareness Site)

http://www.media-awareness.ca/english/resources/articles/diversity/bias_news.cfm
October 11 Thanksgiving

October 18 

Part 1: Lesbian Gay Bisexual Transgender Inclusive Curricula

What is heterosexism?  How do gender roles combine with heterosexual norms? How does schooling reinforce heterosexism and homophobia?

Broz, “Annie on My Mind” (Rdr)

Richard Friend, “Choices not Closets” (rdr)

In-Class Screening: It’s Elementary

Due in Class: Curriculum Unit Phase One. Review of curricula units and lesson plans that integrate different issues of social diversity in your teachable. Five Pages, typed, double-spaced, that addresses the following.

[Attach: exemplary copies of plans, units, resources which you analyze as outlined below]

· Review: summarize the strengths and weaknesses you have discovered in how your teachable engages diversity.

· Analyze:

How does the unit/plan integrate equity into:

a. curricula

b. pedagogy

c. creating an inclusive climate

· Synthesis/Reflection: What directions need development to engage learning needs of diverse student population?  What kinds of equity issues do you find most challenging as you create your own curricula? 

Post-Practicum

During the final weeks of our course our goals are:

· To reflect on practicum observations of how cultural differences shape schooling

· To develop curricular units and lesson plans that integrate equity through curriculum, pedagogies, and climate in your classroom context and subject area

November 22 Teaching for Multiculturalism 

Guest: Dr. Elizabeth Coelho

Due in Class: Practicum Log

What is the difference between “celebratory multiculturalism” and anti-racist teaching?  What are the challenges of “unlearning” privilege?

Readings:

“Approaches to Multicultural Reform” James Banks 

Dear principal 

Dear teacher

White Privilege, Peggy McIntosh 

Fletcher, Molded Images: First Nations People in Ontario 

Curriculum

Making the Spirit Dance Within: Joe Duquette High School and an 

Aboriginal Community

November 29 Integrating Equity into Curricula and Pedagogy:

Group Work, Discussion, Resource Seeking

Readings:

Coelho TBA
“Beyond the Basics” from This magazine 

“Old School Radicals, New School Dreams” from This Magazine

“When This Magazine was About Schools”

December 6 Integrating Equity into Curricula and Pedagogy: Group presentations
Description of Assignments/Evaluation

1. Participation and Attendance 10%

Your preparation for class—demonstrating through participation that you have completed the readings—your active participation in dialogue and groups, and your attendance will constitute a significant portion of the grade.

2.Knowledge Forum Postings 35% MUST BE POSTED BY SUNDAY 8 PM BEFORE CLASS

This assignment will be evaluated on

1. the quality of your connection to the readings and your critical analysis
2. your thoughtfulness
3. your reading of other classmates postings and engagement with these both on Knowledge Forum and in class discussion
Each week you are to post at least twice on Knowledge Forum on the readings.

Posting #1 needs to: 

· make specific reference to quote/key concept from at least two of the assigned readings

· engage your reflection/reaction, but TIED TO the reading directly

Posting #2 needs to:

· dialogue with other classmates’ ideas

NOTE:  On two occasions, there are TWO TOPICS for the week (September 27 and October 4).  ON these dates, you just need to do Posting #1 (above) for both topics.

3. Practicum Log 15% 

[Post your Log in Knowledge Forum and Turn in Hardcopy in class]

Record at least two “critical cultural incidents”: incidents in which interactions take place or words are exchanged (between student-student; or teacher-student, or any other relationship in school) that reflect issues we’ve discussed in class regarding class, race, gender, disability, sexual orientation.  For example (this is not an exhaustive list):

· Discussion of body image

· Gender roles enacted

· Racial segregation or hostility

· Linguistic diversity and challenges

· Social class/tracking

· Physical or learning disabilities, how this is a challenge or how accommodated by classroom/school

Write these up (up to one page per incident).  Post them on Knowledge Forum AND turn in HARD COPY in class.

Curriculum Project 40%

This final project should be developed a resource that you can hand to your colleague in the lunchroom and say “here, try this in your class!”  In other words, it should be fully self-explanatory and stand alone.  PRELIMINARY RESEARCH DUE OCTOBER 18.  FINAL PROJECT DUE IN CLASS DEC.6.

Sections must include:

(a) Rationale/overview/teaching philosophy.  3-4 pages addressed to an audience of teachers, administrators, parents explaining why you feel it is important to integrate these issues into your teachable.  This section must include at least four quotations and references from readings in the course that support your arguments for the importance of the issues you are including in your curricula.

(b) a detailed framework and explanation of the curriculum unit “overview” or plan, which also indicates how the curriculum is tied to different aspects of your teachable(s).  E.g., is it to be integrated across the year?  one three week unit? etc 

(c) lessons which either separately or in integrated fashion address at least three of the following issues: race, class, gender, sexual orientation, disabilities, linguistic diversity

(d) breakdown of specific lesson plans and activities, including but not limited to:

· readings

· activities

· discussion topics/questions

· materials and resources needed

· attachments

· videos and films

(e) bibliography of reseources.  This should include: (a) scholarly references for further reading; (b) curriculum resources, guides, websites; (c) visual and audio resources; (d) attachments of needed materials to complete curriculum unit (e.g., specific articles, essays, handouts, etc.)

Websites/resources:

“Multicultural Pavilion”

web-based lesson plans, resources 

http://www.edchange.org/multicultural/
searchable database of resources related to teaching and equity:

Social Justice Resources Center Database

http://edpsychserver.ed.vt.edu/diversity/

A Canadian site run by the Media Awareness Network which provides resources on media education and literacy for parents, teachers and youths:

http://www.media-awareness.ca
Information on the influence of corporations on public schooling:

http://www.corpwatch.org/issues/PII.jsp?topicid=115
A private educational corporation or ‘learning supplier’ which provides analysis and efficient organizational strategies for ‘learning markets’ and ‘learning buyers’: 

http://www.eduventures.com/
Others:

http://www.channelone.com/
http://adbusters.org/
http://nologo.org/
Web Resources on Commercialism

Commercialism in Education Unit at Arizona State University

http://www.asu.edu/educ/epsl/ceru.htm
The Merrow Report on Commercialism in Schools:

http://www.pbs.org/merrow/tmr_radio/schools/
PTA Guidelines on Corporate involvement at Schools:

http://www.pta.org/programs/guidelines1.htm
