TPS 1436H Modernity to Postmodernity 

OISE/UT

Wednesdays 5-8 pm

Megan Boler, Associate Professor

mboler@oise.utoronto.ca
416 923 6641 x3218  office 6-262

This course will examine the relationship between consciousness and ideology, exploring how culture is internalized, enacted, and resisted.  We will situate the questions of resistance and subjectivity within the historical and cultural debates regarding what counts as “modernism” and “postmodernism.”  We will read basic works of Marx and Freud’s Civilization and its Discontents as a foundation for engaging a range of poststructural, postcolonial, and feminist analyses of ideology and subjectivity. Additional readings will include works by Shoshana Felman, Althusser, Gayle Rubin, Frantz Fanon, and Judith Butler.

Required Texts

The Communist Manifesto 

(Signet Edition)

Rius, Marxism for Beginners

Freud. Civilization and its Discontents (Penguin Edition)
Boler, Feeling Power

Fanon, Black Skin, White Masks Grove Press

Course Reader

Assignments
Reading Preparation and Discussion Participation:  (15 pts) Reading is a primary expectation of your scholarly work in this graduate seminar. You are expected to complete all assigned readings for the class discussion.  Your active participation in class discussion contributes to your final grade.

Attendance:  (10 points)  For each missed class, you will lose 3 points.

Written Weekly Questions (3 points per week x 10 Total 30 pts)

On ten occasions bring to class a list of 2-5 questions you have regarding the texts we are reading.  Tie your question to specific passage or quote in a text.  Your questions need to address each of the assigned readings--e.g., if there are four readings at least one question per reading.

Web review (5 pts)

On one occasion you will send to the class FIVE DAYS prior to our meeting a 1-2 page list of briefly-annotated online links, websites and essays that address the readings/topic of the seminar.  The purpose is to inform your colleagues of how a particular key notion is addressed by scholars and reading communities.  E.g., where and how is “false consciousness” debated?  What are some contemporary uses of debates regarding feminism and psychoanalysis? Etc.

Final essay 15 pages 40 pts

Reading Schedule

January 7 Introduction: How do consciousness and ideology intersect?

Screen: The Nasty Girl 

read: definition of ideology and hegemony excerpt from Life in Schools Peter McLaren

January14 Consciousness and Culture in Contemporary Political Context
How do ideologies manifest, how are they structures, and how can they be challenged?

Arundhati Roy [screening]

Donald Macedo, Introduction to Chomsky on Miseducation

Postman and Weingartner, Teaching as a Subversive Activity

excerpts from They Thought They Were Free: The German 1933-45

Boler, Pedagogy of Discomfort (in Feeling Power)

Strongly Recommended:

Excerpt of Chomsky and Hermann’s definition of the five parts of the Propaganda Model:

http://www.eclipse.net/~tgardnet/Propaganda_Model.html
The Propaganda Model of Mass Media 

Lecture Blog  Darrell Moen, PhD

http://www.tsujiru.net/moen/blog/index.php?p=13&c=1
Who Owns What  (Columbia School of Journalism)

http://www.cjr.org/tools/owners/
Visual Chart of Media Ownership

http://www.mediachannel.org/ownership/chart.shtml
Chomsky and Hermann, Manufacturing Consent: A Propaganda Model

and Conclusions

http://www.thirdworldtraveler.com/Herman%20/Manufacturing_Consent.html

James Loewen, Lies My Teacher Told Me

January 21 Understanding “Modernism” and “Postmodernism”

NOTE: Class meets 4-5:30 for talk by Caroline Fusco “Knowing Your Place: Working Out the Discourses of Respectable Citizenship in Physical Education, Recreation, and Health Space/s”

IWSGS Lounge 20 Willcocks Street Second Floor

Marshall Berman, “Why Modernism Still Matters”

Fredric Jameson “Postmodernism and Consumer Society”

Dick Hebdige,  Postmodernism and the “Other Side”

Judith Butler “Contingent Foundations: Feminism and the Question of Postmodernism”

Recommended:

Kellner, “Postmodernism”

Changing the Subject

Angela McRobbie

NOTE EXTRA CREDIT EVENT: Thursday, January 29: Lecture, Dr. Wendy Brown 7 pm Innis Town Hall 2 Sussex Ave

January 28  Marxism as  a Frame of Analysis
Rius, Marxism for Beginners
The Communist Manifesto

Online Marx archives:

http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1848/communist-manifesto/index.htm

February 4 Neo-Marxist Debates

Raymond Williams “Base and superstructure”

Stuart Hall “The Problem of Ideology: Marxism Without Guarantees”

Nancy Hartsock, “The Feminist Standpoint: Developing the Ground for a Specifically Feminist 

Historical Materialism”

Recommended:

Michele Barrett, Ideology and the Cultural Production of Gender

February 11 Guest Speaker: Professor Dieter Misgeld

From the Frankfurt School to Imperialism

Misgeld, “Education and Cultural Invasion”

Misgeld, “’America and the Americas: Reflections on a Post-Deweyan Worldview

Honneth, “Critical Theory”

Recommended:

Albrecht Wellmer “”The Dialectic of Modernism and Postmodernism”

February 18 Intersections of Culture and the Unconscious

Shoshana Felman, Chapters 3 and 4

Freud Civilization and its Discontents (first half)

Recommended:

Knot a Love Story, Jane Gallop

Walkerdine, Sex Power and Pedagogy

February 25 Guest Speaker Professor Deborah Britzman, York University
Culture and the Unconscious 

Britzman, Introduction and Chapter One

Freud Civilization and its Discontents (second half)

Note: Philosophy of Ed Series, February27, Dr. Dieter Misgeld, 12-1:30 6th floor OISE 

March 3 Althusser and Ideology

Althusser, Ideological State Apparatuses (excerpts)

Boler  Preface and Chapter One

March 10 Feminist Interventions in Marxism

Gayle Rubin, “The Traffic in Women”

Recommended;

Moira Gatens, A Critique of the Sex/Gender

March 17—No class, Recommended Event: Dr. Shahrzad Mojab “The Gender of Diaspora” 4-5:30 IWSGS Lounge 20 Willcocks St 2nd floor

March 24 Guest Speaker Professor Cris Mayo, University of Illinois Urbana
Tensions of Feminism and Postmodernism
Judith Butler “Contingent Foundations: Feminism and the Question of Postmodernism”

Wendy Brown, “Feminist Hesitations, Postmodern Exposures”

March 31 Implications for Consciousness and Education

Constance Penley, “Teaching in Your Sleep”

Boler, Risks of Empathy

April 7 Postcolonial Theories and Consciousness 

Fanon, Black Skin, White Masks
Stuart Hall, Cultural Identity and Diaspora

April 14 Postcolonial Theories and Consciousness

Fanon, Black Skin, White Masks
Other Readings:

Nancy Fraser Pragmatism, Feminism, and the Linguistic Turn

Butler “Bodies That Matter”

Bell hooks, Teaching to Transgress

Diana Fuss, Essentialism in the Classroom

Elizabeth Alexander, “Can I Be Black and Look at That?”

Elizabeth Ellsworth, Teacjing Positions

Edward Said, Orientalism

Gayatri Spivak

“Can the Subaltern Speak?” (key essay)

http://www.questia.com/popularSearches/postcolonialism.jsp
http://www.stanford.edu/~mayadodd/subspeak.html

