
TPS1447H Technology in Education: Philosophical Issues  

OISE   Fall, 2003-04

Tuesdays 5:30-8 pm

Dr. Megan Boler

mboler@oise.utoronto.ca  x3218

office hours: Mondays 3-5; Tuesdays 2-3:30 and by appt

This seminar addresses how knowledge and experience are constructed through space, place, and cultural technologies ranging from language to media.  We begin with an examination of the phenomenon of “globalization” as it redefines social relations.  We will read cultural geography to analyze how social relations are shaped by cultural forces, institutions, and spaces ranging from private and public environments to classrooms to virtual spaces.  We will consider how epistemology and social identities are redefined as communication increasingly takes places through computer-mediated communication and popular culture.  This overview is designed to introduce diverse philosophical approaches to these questions:

· What counts as technology?  How are technologies embedded in social contexts?

· How is technology as a tool, action, or process shaped by social meanings and values?

· How are social meanings and values shaped by technologies?

· How do technologies shape space and place, and how do space and place shape social relations?

Required Texts (available at Women’s Bookstore on 73 Harbord S of Spadina 416 922 8744)

Don DeLillo, White Noise Penguin 1984 0-14-007702-2

Klein, Naomi. NO LOGO: Taking Aim at the Brand Picador USA (2002) ISBN 

0312421435

Massey, Doreen. Space, Place, and Gender Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Pres
(1994) ISBN 0816626162
Tuan, Yi-Fu. Space and Place: The Perspective of Experience Minneapolis, London: 

University of Minnesota Press (2001) ISBN: 0816638772

Course Packet available after Sept 15 at Quality Copy on Bloor

Highly Recommended (Books we will read from)
David Harvey, The Condition of Postmodernity Blackwell 1990

Feenberg, Andrew. Transforming Technology: A Critical Theory Revisited Oxford, New York: Oxford University Press (2002) ISBN 0195146158

Virilio, Paul. The Information Bomb London Verso, 2000.

Virilio, Paul.  Pure War 1997 edition, Semiotexte, Columbia Univ.

Education, technology, power: Educational computing as a social practice. Eds. 

Hank Bromley and Michael W. Apple

Representation. Ed. Stuart Hall. Sage Publications  07619 5432 5
Cool Places,  Eds. Skelton and Valentine, Routledge

Philosophy of Technology: an anthology, eds. Sharff and Dusek, Blackwell Philosophy 

Anthologies 2003

Heidegger, Martin. The Question Concerning Technology and Other Essays Harpercollins 
Adam, Alison. Artificial Knowing: Gender and the Thinking Machine New York, London: Routledge (1998) ISBN 041512963x

Hillis, Ken. Digital Sensations: Space, Identity, and Embodiment in Virtual Reality 

Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press (1999) ISBN 0816632510

Assignments
Reading Preparation and Discussion Participation:  (15 pts) Reading is a primary expectation of your scholarly work in this graduate seminar. You are expected to complete all assigned readings for the class discussion.  Your active participation in class discussion contributes to your final grade.

Attendance:  (15 points)  For each missed class, you will lose 3 points.

Reading Responses (25 points)

You will be assigned to Group 1 or Group 2.  On four occasions, you are to email to the class listserv (and bring to class in hard copy) a 1-2 page, typed double-spaced reading response.  The response needs to:

1. Summarize the key arguments from each of the assigned readings succinctly, using at 1 or 2 direct textual quotes

2. Offer close analysis of at least one point by one author.  Close analysis consists of: critical analysis of the authors’ meaning by examination of word choice, tone, point of view; (b) foregrounding a philosophical issue arising from the author’s argument or point; (c) making connections between the texts.

Dues Dates: 

Group One: Sept.  16, Sept. 30, Oct 7, Oct 21, Dec 2 (Dec 2 is on ed/tech 

articles you research)

Group two: Sept. 23, Sept. 30, Oct. 28, Dec 9 (Dec 9 is on ed/tech articles 

you research)

You also get 5 points for bringing in the image/ad on date requested according to your group assignment.

Short In-Class Presentation (15 pts) On one occasion, you will do a fifteen-minute presentation about an author we are reading.  The purpose of this presentation is

· To give your colleagues a sense of how this author’s work has influenced different fields, disciplines, audiences

· briefly review of the influence of this thinker (e.g., who is major audience of author, what kinds of subsequent thinkers have been influenced by the person’s work; where is the work published/addressed; popular vs. academic

· Hand out a web- and bibliography highlighting websites, web-based resources and a bibliography for further reading

Final paper (30 pts) This will be due in three stages:

· An outline, consisting of a question/possible thesis, philosopher or theorist you wish to draw upon and why, problem you wish to analyze (due Nov. 4)

· A first draft of 5 pages (due Nov. 18)

· A final draft of 15 pages (due Dec 12 by 5 pm)

I will meet with you individually to discuss your draft before you revise for your final essay.

Topic:  Your written essay will take as its subject an aspect of technology as raised in DeLillo’s White Noise, Klein’s description in No Logo, or another phenomenon of contemporary human relationships to technology and/or space and place.  Your aim is to analyze a cultural tension or phenomenon drawing on the work of a philosopher or theorist of your choice.  The purpose is to draw on philosophy as a method of critical reflection, and specifically the framework of a particular philosophical or theoretical approach to better understand our epistemological, existential, or intrapsychic relation to the modern world as shaped by technologies and globalization.

Your paper might take this form:

· a description of the question, phenomenon, symbol, image or tension you wish to examine; 

· why you chose the particular philosopher’s view to address this question

· basic overview of how this theorist’s paradigm with respect to technology

· outline questions raised by using this viewpoint to analyze the original problematic you described 

Reading Schedule

I. Socio-techno relations in the Contemporary Environment

September 9 Introduction

What is technology? How, why and when is philosophy useful for analyzing technology?  How does technology intersect with philosophies of education and educational practices?

Is technology an instrument, or a determining force?  How do we form this question in more complex, non-binary terms that account for technology as a mediating force that has both structural effects on epistemologies and actions but is also itself shaped by human activity and human remediation of tools?

In-class screening: Evelyn Fox Keller

Definition of technology, Stephen Kline (Phil of Tech text)

Paul Virilio, excerpt from Pure War
September 16  Globalized Spaces

How do globalization, technology and modernity shape human consciousness and interpersonal relations? 

Bruno Latour, excerpt from Pandora’s Hope Cambridge 1999 (handout in class)

Naomi Klein, No Logo, Introduction

http://www.wnyc.org/images/nologo_introduction.pdf
Robert McChesney, “The New Global Media” (Nov 1999)

http://www.thenation.com/doc.mhtml?i=19991129&c=1&s=mcchesney

Don DeLillo, White Noise
Questions for Reading Delillo: How is technology referenced? In what ways do people interface with technologies, and how are people’s relationships to others shaped by these technologies?  What kinds of epistemological and existential questions does De Lillo raise about people’s relationship with technology?

September 23 How are space and place defined by economic, political, and market influences?

· Bring in two advertisements that show the gendered, racialized, social class or other representations of education and technology (Group 1)

Manuel de Castells, “The Informational Economy” (handout)
Naomi Klein, No Logo, Chapters 1 “New Branded World” and 2 “The Brand Expands” (THIS URL NOT COMPLETE TEXT, YOU WILL NEED THE BOOK)
http://books.guardian.co.uk/firstchapters/story/0,6761,402483,00.html
David Harvey, Ch. 17 “Time Space Compression and the Postmodern Condition,”
The Condition of Postmodernity (rdr)

Recommended:

Frederic Jameson, What is Globalization (rdr)
II. Philosophical Approaches to Technology, Space, and 

Human Activity

September 30 What are the relations of human activity, thought, tools, and technologies? How do digital technologies shape epistemologies?

· Bring in two advertisements that show the gendered, racialized, social class or other representations of education and technology (Group 2)

Nicholas Burbules, Aporia

http://faculty.ed.uiuc.edu/burbules/ncb/papers/aporia.html

Colin Lankshear Digital Epistemologies

http://www.edca.cqu.edu.au/~de/what.html
http://www.geocities.com/c.lankshear/work.html
Larry Hickman, “Doing and Making in a Democracy: Dewey’s Experience of 

Technology” (rdr)

Hannah Arendt, excerpt from The Human Condition (rdr)

In-class presentation on Dewey and technology_____________

In-class presentation on Arendt and technology_____________

October 7 Theorizing Space and Place

How do analyses of space and place help us to understand human experience in relation to natural and built environments?  How are space, place, and human activity mutually defining?

Yi Fu Tuan, Space and Place, Chapters 2, 4, 5, and 7

Edward Casey “How to Get from Space to Place” (rdr)

David Harvey, Chapters 12 “Introduction” (pps. 201-211) The Condition of 

Postmodernity (rdr) 

Jan Nespor, Fieldtrips (rdr)
In-Class presentation on Yi Fu Tuan_______________

Recommended:

Bowker and Star, Sorting Things Out Intro (pps 1-16) and Chapter One

http://weber.ucsd.edu/~gbowker/classification/
Merleau Ponty Phenomenology of Perception
October 14 
Yi Fu Tuan, Space and Place Chs 9, 10, 13, 14

David Harvey, Chapter 13 “Individual Spaces and Times in Social Life”, Chapter 15 

 “The Times and Space of the Enlightenment Project,” The Condition of Postmodernity (rdr) 

Recommended:

Martin Heidegger, The Question Concerning Technology

October 21
What are the political dimensions of the ways in which the individual/social define place, and vice-versa? How is the concept of time-space compression useful and whose experience does it describe?

Doreen Massey, Space, Place and Gender  

Chapter 6 "A global sense of place"

Chapter 7 "A place called home"

Chapter 11, “Politics and Space/Time”
Cindi Katz " Disintegrating developments: global economic restructuring and the eroding 

of the ecologies of youth" (rdr)

In Class presentation on Massey_______________
III. Critical Analyses of Cultural Technologies 

October 28 Theories of Media and Technology

Paul Virilio, excerpts from The Information Bomb
Marshall McLuhan, excerpts TBA

Jean Baudrillard, excerpts TBA

In Class presentation on McLuhan  _______________

In Class presentation on Baudrillard  _______________

November 4  Theorizing Agency and Resistance

How do we theorize forms of critical resistance and agency that challenge hegemonic meanings?

**Bring in an example of cultural re-appropriation, resistance, or culture jamming

Naomi Klein, No Logo, Chapter 4 “The Branding of Learning,” Chapter 12 “Culture 

Jamming”

In Class Screening: Arundhati Roy
Recommended:

Times of the Technoculture. Kevin Robins and Frank Webster
November 11 Politics of Representation and Semiotics: Encoding and Decoding Communication and Meaning
How do analyses of semiotics, connotation/denotation, myth, symbols help us to theorize the production of meanings and subject’s agency as a reader of the world? What does this view of language mean for critical approaches to educational theories and practices?

Stuart Hall, excerpts from Representation Stuart Hall, “The work of 

representation” pps 15-63
Weinstein, “Computer Advertising and the Construction of Gender” from 


Education/technology/Power ed Bromley

In-Class Screening: Stuart Hall, Representation

IV. Technology and the Shape of Education and Knowledge

November 18  How do digital technologies shape epistemologies? What are the social and political implications of human/computer interaction, espeically in terms of liberatory visions? What does presence mean as shaped by digital technologies?  

Donna Haraway, “A Manifesto for Cyborgs” (rdr)

Katherine Hayles, “Virtual Bodies and Flickering Signifiers”

http://englishwww.humnet.ucla.edu/faculty/hayles/Flick.html

Recommended:

Donna Haraway, “Situated Knowledges” 

Sandra Harding, excerpts from Is Science Multicultural? 

Ken Hillis, Digital Sensations
Alison Adam, Artificial Knowing: Gender and the Thinking Machine
In-class presentation on Donna Haraway______________

December 2 Education and Technologies

What utopic and dystopic visions of technology and education are outlined by different thinkers?

· Bring in two scholarly essays that analyze the interconnections of education and new technologies (Group 1)
Andrew Feenberg, Chapter 5 from Transforming Technology: A Critical Theory 

Revisited (rdr)
Bryson and de Castell, “Telling Tales Out of School” (rdr)
Recommended:

Radical teacher essays
December 9  Education and Technologies
Continued discussion: 

Research two scholarly essays that analyze the interconnections of education and new technologies; come to class with summaries of their philosophical assumptions (Group 2)

Bibliographies 

Hubert Dreyfus Ethics and Information Technology 1999

Reeves and Nass, The Media Equation
Michael Heim, The Metaphysics of Virtual Reality Oxford 1997

Sherry Turkle  Life on the Screen
Reading Digital Culture. Ed. David Trend

Rich Media, Poor Democracy. Robert McChesney

Education, technology, power: Educational computing as a social practice. Eds. 

Hank Bromley and Michael W. Apple

The Making of Citizens. David Buckingham

Teaching popular culture: Beyond radical pedagogy. Ed. David Buckingham

Cool Places.  Eds. Skelton and Valentine. Routledge

Times of the Technoculture. Kevin Robins and Frank Webster   

Feminist Locations. Ed. Marianne Dekoven 

Communities in CyberSpace. Eds. Smith and Kollock. Routledge

Children’s Geographies. Eds. Holloway and Valentine. Routledge

Further Optional Texts:

Cyberspace Textuality, Computer Technology and Literary 

Theory, Ryan, Marie-Laure, 

Cybersociety 2.0, ed Steve Jones

Virtual Geographies Crang, Mike, Crang, Phil, and May, Jon ed.,

The Gendered Cyborg Kirkup, Gill, Janes, Linda, Woodard, Kath, and Hovenden Fiona, 

Mapping cyberspace. Martin Dodge and Rob Kitchin

Cyberpower. Tim Jordan

Cybercultures  reader. Eds. David Bell and B Kennedy

Technospaces: Inside the new media. Ed. Sally Munt

Race in Cyberspace. Eds. Beth Kolko, Lisa Nakamura, and Gilbert Rodman

Internet Culture ed David Porter

Composing Cyberspace: Identity, Community, and Knowledge in the Electronic Age, ed. Richard Holeton
Wired Women : Gender and New Realities in Cyberspace ed Cherney

Recommended
The Making of Citizens. David Buckingham

Teaching popular culture: Beyond radical pedagogy. Ed. David Buckingham

Times of the Technoculture. Kevin Robins and Frank Webster   

Sorting Things Out. Bowker and Star

Feminist Locations. Ed. Marianne Dekoven 

Communities in CyberSpace. Eds. Smith and Kollock. Routledge

Children’s Geographies. Eds. Holloway and Valentine. Routledge
Bachelard, Gaston. The Poetics of Space: The Classic Look at How We Experience Intimate Places Boston: Beacon Press (1994) ISBN 0807064734

Highmore, Ben (ed.). The Everyday Life Reader London and New York: Routledge (2002) ISBN 04152305x

Levy, Pierre Collective Intelligence: Mankind’s Emerging World in Cyberspace Cambridge: Perseus Books (1997) ISBN 0738202614

Latour, Bruno. We Have Never Been Modern Harvard University Press (1993) ISBN 0674948394

McChesney, Robert. Rich Media, Poor Democracy: Communication Politics in Dubious Times (The History of Communication) University of Illinois (1999) ISBN 0252054486

Adams, Paul C., Steven Hoelscher, Karen E. Till (eds.). Textures of Places: Exploring Humanist Geographies Minneapolis, London: University of Minnesota Press (2001) ISBN 0816637571

Lakoff, George, Mark Johnson. Philosophy in the Flesh: The Embodied Mind and Its Challenge to Western Thought New York: Basic Books (1999) ISBN 0465056741

Certeau, Michel de. The Practice of Everyday Life Berkeley, Los Angeles, London: University of California Press (1984) ISBN 0520061683

Durham, Meenakshi Gigi, Douglas M. Kellner. Media and Cultural Studies: Keyworks Malden, Oxford: Blackwell Publishers (2001) ISBN 0631220968

Hardt, Michael and Antonio Negri. Empire Cambridge, London: Harvard University Press (2000) ISBN 0674006712

